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Freind of mine in Ireland having bad {e- 
veral of your Mercuries (ent over, and be- 
ing pleas'd with your Solutions, defires Td 
fend you thele following Questions, which if you'd give your 
felves the trouble 10 anjwer, youd much Oblige bim, and 
ere. Toere isinthe North of Ireland and only there, 
an accident wiich happens very frequently. Thole 
wo will believe aothing of Enchantmentr, call it 
a Dileale, bac the vulgar take it to be the effect of 
a Diabolical Power; they call it Elve-fbors, and ‘tis 
in the following maoner chat the afflicted par- 
ty is furpriz’d with it: They fuddenly feel fome- 
thing /trike chem as it they were really fhot through 
the Body, and immediately grow Weak and Dhit- 
order’d, as it indeed fhor. Both Man and Beaft are 
{uject to this Diforter, and if fhot inthe Brain, Heart, 
or Lunzs, they immediately dye, otherwile they reco- 
ver, by uling che following method: Firft they pro- 
cure, if pofibly they can, a Stone called che Elve- 
ftoae, which is in the torm of a Heart: This they think 
is the Amnuaicion that the Devil ufes againft ’em, and 
their O>inion is, nothing like an Hair of the fame Dog: 
This ftone they pur into a Glafs of Sack, which the 
wounded drinks off, and chen chey put him co Bed, 
aod feid tor Searchers, to they call old Women in 
that Cowsary who gett cheia Living by fearching tor 
thefe fort of Wiunds, which are often very difficule 
to fiad, ani being found, they make their Fingers meet 
jn the Patieats Body, tho’ there's no outward appearance 
of any (sand, the Skin nov being at all blemifh'd, and 
on this Difcovery and ferrch of the wound, the Pa- 
tiert gradually recovers. This, Gent: is real Truth and 
plain matter of Fact, concerning which you dre defired 40 
be fo kind to give your Opinion ? 


Queft. 1. 


Antex. We fhou'd be kiad tndeed co beleive all chis at 
fo greata dittance, without any at eftation. ‘Twill be 
time en ugh therefore,to ery our skill, or confels our Ig- 
morance concerning the reafon of the Thing, when we 
have che Fact ir felt attelted by perfons known and of 
Credit, with the Names of fome who have bin chus 
atfected, and either dy'd, or bin Cured of fuch Wounds 
aud in tuch a manner. 


Queit. 2. Sometime at the end of December lajt, I was 
walking between little Moregate and the Exchange, 4 man 
with a Sword ging the {ame way with me, who juft as be 
pat me, ftooped down, and running bis Hand in the Dirt 
sook thence ( feemingly ) 4 mill’'d 5 fhill. piece, pretending 
to have found it there, and whilft he was rubbing the Dirt 
off it,another manina Country Garb,with 2 whip in bis Hand 
eame up with us to whom the lucky perlon fhow'd bis Money, 
and {aid be wou'd give bim a Pint of Wine out of it, asking 
me 10 take part. L agreed 0 it, tho’ knowing their defign, 
and having heard of {uch Tricks formerly. We no fooner 
vot thither, and the Wine call’d for, but the Swordsman 
Slily avofe and laid a packof Cards in the Window, which the 
Countrey-man ftareing about him oon {oy’d, and tooke netice 
of: Soon after a third perfon came up ftairs, and pretending 
he bad lojt a Bill for Twenty Pounds in our Room, defir'd 
bur leave ta look for it, and runninz bis Hand under the 
Table, broughe out 4 Paper, which be {aid was the fame 
be looks for, feeminz overjey'’d at the finding it, offered to 
all for a Pint of Wine, bus the Company defir'd bim to take 
part of what we bad already ; Ebaving feen enough of the 
Show rofe up and went away, bat looking back perceived the 
Drawer at the Dwr laughing at me. This Relation you 
may pleafe topublifh, forth: warning of orbers, your Judg- 
tacni is aljo defir'd, whether the Drawer at the Tavern was 
uot privy to the Cheat intended to be put upom me ? 


An(w. The Relation fhows that Knaves grow dull, 
being forced to make ule of their old threadbare 
Tricks tor waat of Invention. For the Drawer, it looks 
very fufpicious that he was at leaft privy co the Delign, 
which it known to his Matter, he were obliged co turn 
him away both for his own Lntereft and Reputation. 


Queft. 3. Vray favour me with the Solution of the 
following Queftion. MWhetber all men thar bang them 
felves are now Diftrated ? the Reajon of my fending is this, 
becaufe in any (uch Cafe, the Fury Confule rogetber ; whe- 
ther (uch a Perfon were Diflraded or no? Lam afraid bis 
Letter will be {ent in Vain 5 for I bave lent fevera! Lesters, 
and never cond chtain an Anjwer: Yer 1 believe you are 
mot fo choid, jor almoft balf your Mercurics are finfs with 
Advertifements, inftead of Questions and Anjwers. I am 
your bumble Servant. 


An{w. Firft to your Complaint ——— D'ye think ou: 
Booklfeller is {uch a Firtwofo as to ftutfall his Paper with 
News from Athens, and not one Word tn’t of news ot 
Books, buc pay for putting in his own Books in osber 
Places, which he may do here Gratis, it you da, he 
prays us to sell ye you're miflaken, and that his Arf 
Motto is Prextmus egomet mibi, andatter that Yours, Tours, 
Yours, as much as you pleate. 

Now to your Queftion, che very Terms of it, we 
think, imply its Anfwer, for ita Fury Confuls, whether 
fuch a Perfon were Diftraded it implies that fomerimes 
{uch Pertons are not diflracted, tor if always fo, what 
need of Confultation? Thus much indeed muft be grant- 
ed, that fuch a thing may be, and chat ic often is, and 
ic can’t be deny'd, that Chas been the Opinion of great 
Men, Divines and others, that no man cou'd poflibly 
ofter /’:olence to himfelt, were he not, at leaft in the ve- 
ry A, under a fit ot Diffraction : But however this 
may hold in ome Inffances, the contrary may we think 
be made good in muny, if not ia moft. For if we con- 
fider, thote among the Rewer, who when Fortune 
trown'd upon ‘em, our of a mijfsken bravery, or rather 
Impotence of Mind, threw away their Lives, with 
what calmnels and cemper did they often do it, and 
cou'd Antwec with an — Imperator bene fe babet, even in 
the dgonies of Dearh, And much the fame has been 
obterved of many of thole /o/t Perfors, who have gone 
the fame way in our Age and Nation, lome of whom 
having taken their leaves of allcheir Friends, adjuffed al] 
their Accounts, which require Sedarene/s, and Calmne/s 
of Mind, betore they have gone about the bufinefs. 
But befides all this, did not the “#i/dom of our Laws 
fuppofs the fame thing, they wou'd never ‘ave lamps 
fuch a brand of Infamy on the Bodies of tuole x ho have 
this way come to their Ends, as well as taken away 
the Effae from their Relations, ‘ihe Civil Law goes 
yet bigher, as ‘tis quoted by Bifhop Parlew ona Que- 
ftion near a kin to this, Miles, é7¢. The Soldier who 
hath laid violent hands on himfelf, but not accomplith'd 
the Faét, unlets he did it from Impatience of Pain, or 
Dijeaje, or Grief, ( or fome fuch) otcer Caute, thal! 
be punifb'd with Death, Whereas the Reverend Bifhop 
oblerves, the very attempt of felf Murther is punith- 
able, and that too, with Capital Punifhment, ‘Tis true, 
there are fo many Exceptions in the Law, that wou'd 
periwade one to believe ‘cwas only made in Tervorem, but 
if any thing at all be intended by it, chat Impatience, 
¢xc. mult be conftru’d as high as Di/trafion, tho’ even 
then they were to be ignonimioufly ditmift from their 
Employment : Cum ignominia mittendus eft. 


Quelt. 


4 
F. 
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Queft. 4. Wrerher rss advifable for a Con- 
fumpesve Man, or one allually sn a Con{ump- 
tion to Marry? If st becwe likely t0 fhorten 
bis Life? and whether a Perfon under hee Ap- 
prehenfions does not fin in marrying, when there 5 


ny Nece/fity of bis doing te? 


Anfw. The fecond of thefe Queftions be- 
ing to be refolv'd in the Affirmative, from 
Reafons too plain and obvious to need be- 
ing mention’d, the Confequence will be un- 
avoidable, that the firft and laft muft be 
Anfwer’d in the fame manner. 


Queft. 5. On the Fifth of November, + the 
rg 4 $- 07 88 / Wis OF Board A Bermudas 
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Ship, one Henry Fifield Afaffer, then on the 
Spanith Wrack, on the North fide of Hifpani- 
cli. when among other things the Divers broagnt 

’ ’ Y, ps e ; - 
up feveral Stinx-pors and farrs full of Pieces of 
Eight, and other Spaoih Coyn, as we found on 
breaking en 5 at length a Negro Diver brought 

> ; o } a 
up the I[htgh-bone of 4 Man cittre, whereon 1 
faid merrily, Who knows but this cunning 
Dog, of a Spaniard has hid bis Money tn his 
Bones , one of the Ships Company having the 
Poue in bis Hand, fhruck tt againft a Cun ont he 
Quarter-deck, which breaking, there ifju'd out 
a auantity of Ouick- filver, [cattering avout the 

/ — > 

Deck : Wt. 

f re. Ir WVesoue 
found tree gquartcrs of an Ounce, LVoy thergut, 
J 


cndiarour'd to have gather dit, and 


( judging as much more to have ben lojt unt 
rhe OCUPPer ) which I fat d ma prepented tJ 
Dr. Thomés Trappam at Jamaica. Now / 
defire to know wherber by tly Accident , and 
what, the fatd Body of Onice-filver fhowtd get 
into the Cavity of the Bone, and remain there 
"tll broken ? 


Anfw. Once more for all together, we muft 
defire all thofe who fend us any fuch very 
ftrange Stories, to fend ’em always well At- 
tefted, otherwife they mult give us leave to 
laugh a little at them, as we mult expect 
the World will at us when we inlert them. 
And this we Confefs is as ftrange as moft 
we fhall hear of. Thofe who write of Mines 
fay indeed that the /ndians employ’d about 
Quick-filver, will frequently, if they are not 
watched narrowly, convey quantities on’t ia- 
to their Bodtes, whence it comes poudering 
out agen when they get away and leave 
Work. But the owner of this Bone liad an 
Art far beyond all thefe, if he could Con- 
jure the Quick-filver into the very hollow 
of bis Thigh, a Place where one fhould not 
eafily have fufpedted it: But all the Que- 
ftion is, by whet Are he drill’d it in? for 
had be been in the Tub of Tribulation ne- 
ver fo often in his Life-time, one can't eafi- 
ly conceive how this /xbrle God fhou'd have 
whipt into his very Bones, tho? he might 
lye lurking in other lefs folid Parts of his 
Body = It feems therefore more realoncble 
to believe, fuppofing the Fett be true, that 
a Mafs of Quick-filver when the Ship was 
funk, fell into the Sea near this Man, (un- 


fefs he had it in his Pockets to make him 
fink the fooner, and put him out of his 
Pain ) and upon the eating away or perifh- 
ing of his Fiefh, lay upon the Bone, which 
either being render’ more Porous by its 
long lying in the Salt-water, or plerc J by 
the weight of the Mercury, made way for 
it to enter its Cavity, the Orifice by which 
it pafs'd being either not ovierv d, or per- 
haps fill’d up agen with Gravel, or jome 
fuch-like fubftance. 
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Adbhertifeme nts. 


i's HE Compleat Lib-z-y for January, is Publhdthe 
T this day, ( Price 6d.) containing an Hiftori- 
cal! Account of the cho:cc{t Books, newly Printed in 
Evglandand in the Foreign Journals ; as alfo the State 
of Learning in the World To be continued Monthiy, 
that for Februiry being now in the Prels. Printed tor 
yon Dunion at the Riven ithe Foultrey, of wrom ts 
to be had the Firjt and Second $ » of the Comrk at 
Library. bourd up with Alphab tical Peojes, or jengre 
Monts trom its firft Publication co chis Time. 
ra HE Treelfsh Volione of the Athenian Mercury, 
‘with a general Title, Pretace aod Lidex to 
bi tht, Retolving all che molt Nice and 
Ligenious ot either 
raenty firit, to Te(day Fe- 
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Sex TrON Ssluriay, Oglaber 


Sale of all Sorts of Plate and Jewels, with Gold and 
A Sycer Medals, to che Value of 2500 /. Divided 1n- 
to go> Bencfitred Tickets, from tco/. Value ro 20 s. to 
be mixed with a proportionable Number of Blanks, thar a 
Fenefitred Ticker falls within every 40 Blanks. Propofals 
at large, with Numbred Tickets ac 2 5. 6 da peice, are 
to be had of thele Goldfmiths fuilowing. My. Spackiman 
near Northambiland- Howe and Mr. Smith near Norfalk- 
hreetin the Strand, Mr. Wilfon and Mr. Marmion in Eleet- 
Preet, Me. Ragdale at the Kings Head in Cheapfide-againtt 
Gattir-lane, and Mr. Luparte at the Golden Lyon the up- 
per cnd of Lumbard-freet : Who to prevent al! Doubts 
as co tlie Value of thefe Goods, promife to turn any of 
the faid Goods into ready Money, according to the taid 
Propofals, and to manage all particulars in {fo fair and 
regular a Method with al! poflible Cara and Incegrity.that 
whoever 1s poficfled of any of thefe Numbred Tickets, 
may be Sausfied, that another of that Number fhall be 
drawn for him, and if a Benetitted Ticket come up ar 
the fame time, ( whether prefent or abiene _) it thall be 
entered in a book and figned by the Gold{miths, and 
filed np, aad che Benefirc delivered to him, free from all 
charge 5 upon his producing fuch Ticker. 


Hele are to give Notice, that Tho. Hindes Famous 
Never-failing Cordial, famous for its Cures for 
maay Years, is ttill to be Sold at Mr Robert Love Cut- 
ler ac the Kings-kead near the Corner of the Minories 
near Aldgate, and at Mr. Charles Kuck a Pewterer over 
againft the George-Inm in the Burrough ot Soushwark ; 
and at Mr. Fobn Crffet atthe Licn and Shugar-loaf over 
again{t the King on Horfesbuck on the left hard going to 
Whitehall ; and at my own Houle, a Pi€ture-Diawers 
Shop at Alderfeate next the Fountain-Tavern, and no 
where elle in London. 


bi: is to give Notice, to al] Ladies and Others, 
: that Mr. Poullet, Living at the Sign of the Pearl 
in Hamts Court in Cajtel ftreet, Sells and Makes all Sores 
and Sizes of French Pearls at Reafonable Rates, as allo 
all manner of Pearl Ear-rings; he is very Ingenious in 
making Wax Pidtures both Little and Great ; and it ‘any 
body will take the Trcuble to come to his Leceing ; 
he will thew them the Kirg and Queens Piétwes in 
Wax, as big as their Natural Propoition. 
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